DIAMOND RIDGE LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES
August, 2014

Diamond Ridge should harmonize with the other Mountain Park Ranch communities,
while having its own unique characteristics. These characteristics will come from the
architecture, the common facilities and the landscape. The following was taken from the
Mountain Park Ranch guidelines. These concepts are in concert with the Diamond Ridge
philosophy:

Mountain Park Ranch is a desert mountain community where vast natural terrain has
been set-aside as parks and open space. These preserve areas are rich with lower
Arizona-Sonoran desert vegetation. The native landscape pattern found abundantly
within this region has become the basis of plant selection for all developed landscape
concept. The exclusive use of native plants has been designed to create continuity
between the towering South Mountain area and the foreground of development. The
intent is to extend the arid theme landscaping planned with the rights-of-way into the
interior subdivided areas. “Arid region” doesn’t’ mean sparse. Grass and other ground
covers should be utilized to create relief areas of greenery and dense vegetation.

. REVIEW & APPROVAL OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURAL
COMMITTEE REQUIRED FOR ALL LANDSCAPE PLANS,
CHANGES, ADDITIONS, REMOVAL, AND/OR REPLACEMENT

Homeowners must submit all landscape requests for approval of landscaping plans,
changes, additions, removal and/or replacement of landscaping items for front yards and
all side yards for corner lots PRIOR to beginning any work. Homeowners should submit
landscape requests directly to the HOA management company (currently FirstService).
The management company will send the request to the Landscape Architectural
Committee (“Committee”) for review and approval. The Committee has 60 days to
respond to requests and always does its best to respond as soon as it can. Plan
accordingly.

A drawing of the landscaping plans or a request for changes, additions, removal and/or
replacement of landscape items must show the location, size and design of: hardscape
elements, all trees and plants, rock, boulders, lighting, berms, elevation changes, and any
other items in detail. The Committee will assume that all existing items in the
homeowner’s yard will remain unless a change, removal or replacement is notes in the
plans or request. Make plans and requests very specific and detailed so the Committee
fully understands the request.

Landscaping plans or requests must be completed within 90 days of written approval
from the HOA management company.
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***The only exception to the requirement of Committee approval is if a homeowner is
replacing existing plants or rock with plants and rock that are the same type and size and
in the same location.

1. LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS

A. Trees
Each front yard must include two established trees BY DECEMBER 1, 2014. If
additional trees have to be added to meet this requirement, they must be at least 24” box
trees. The only exception to the 24” box tree requirement is if a tree is to be planted in the
strip of land between the sidewalk and street and the space is not sufficient for this size
root ball. In this case, a smaller tree can be planted, but it must be the largest size that will
fit in the location.

All landscaping plans or requests submitted that include the addition or replacement of a
tree shall specify that the tree will be at least a 24” or larger box tree.

Fruit-bearing Olive trees are prohibited.
Palm tree fronds must be trimmed, as needed, to remove dead fronds.
Remember — Trees cannot be removed without Committee approval.
Attached is a list of suggested trees provided by the HOA landscaper.
B. Shrubs, Plants & Ground Cover
One plant per 10 to 12 feet is required in the strip of land between the sidewalk and
street. The planting of small trees is encouraged in these areas to increase shade and

greenery in the community.

Additional or replacement shrubs in front yards must be 5 gallon shrubs, unless approved
otherwise.

C. Rock
Decomposed granite must be either Madison Gold %2” screened or Palomino Gold %"
screened. Granite should be spread at a minimum of 2 inches deep. Pre-emergent weed

control should be applied to subgrade. No plastic is to be used under decomposed granite.

Rock is to be maintained at a 2-inch minimum to ensure coverage in areas that diminish
over time.
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D.

Boulders

Boulders must be partially submerged into the grade to give a natural look.

E.

Turf

An approved header must separate turf and shrub beds, or a design that will ensure that
grass stays in the designated area. Recommended header material: Brick, Saltillo tile,
Mexican tile, Concrete, or Other approved tile.

Hybrid Bermuda sod is required in all lawn areas in the summer.

Perennial Rye is required in all lawns in the winter. Perennial Rye must be planted

before November 1% to ensure germination.

No artificial turf is allowed in front yards or in side yards for corner lots where the area is
visible from the sidewalk.

F.

Grading & Mounding

During landscape construction some grading must be done. The existing draining away
from the house should not be disturbed to prevent flooding or damage to your or your
neighbors structures.

Mounding against all fence block property line walls requires waterproofing on the wall
down to the footing. Any damage to the neighbor’s walls or in common areas will be at
the expense of the homeowner.

G.

Height not exceed 18 inched freestanding

Height not to exceed 12 inches against walls

Slope ratio is 6:1

Proper drainage away from house must be provided

Lighting

Lighting on the exterior of the house and ground lighting must be approved by the
Committee.

Low voltage lighting must be used for all front yard lighting applications.

No colored light bulbs, lenses, or reflectors are permitted, except for seasonal ones.

H.

Irrigation

All landscape areas must be equipped with automatic, underground irrigation systems.
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It is the homeowner’s responsibility to provide proper drainage away from the house and
the neighboring properties as not to interfere with the flow of drainage off the property,
as approved by The City of Phoenix.

Irrigation lines must be buried and unused emitters must be removed or plants placed to
utilize the lines.

l. Miscellaneous
Storage sheds or any other structure visible to neighbors may not be used, unless
approved. Gazebos and similar backyard structures should be described in detailed and

whether neighbors can see the structures should be indicated.

Plastic and silk plants and flowers are not permitted. Any other kind of artificial plant
must have approval.

Plastic furniture in the front yard is not permitted. Any other type of furniture must be
approved.

Yard sculptures, decorations, arbors, etc., require approval.
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Trees for a small area along the hot street:

1. Acacia Mulga:

Good tree for hot dry area’s full sun leaves silver gray.
Height 20 ft
- Water needs: Moist to Dry Soil.
Bark Dark Brown or Light Green.
Litter very little

Good Street Tree:
. Acacia Willardiana ( Palo Blanco)

Slender graceful upright evergreen tree
Height 15-20 ft

Spread 10-15 ft

Water needs: Moist to Dry Soil.

Bark White with very small leaves
Litter very little.

. Acacia Leather Leaf:

Very nice tree but slow growing takes hot full sun.
Height 12-15 ft

Spread 10-12 ft

Bark light green with small oval leaves olive green color.
Water needs: Moist to Dry Soil.

Litter: Pods

. Texas Ebony:

Loves heat strong tree / with Thorns, that’s the only problem.
Height 25 ft

Spread 20 ft

Bark Dark Brown / small leaves / yellow flowers.

Water needs: moist to Dry Soil.

Litter: Pods
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5. Chaste Tree:

Nice tree slow growth / purple flowers, small leaves.
Will take the heat

Height 10-15 ft

Spread 15-20 ft

Bark Dark green to brown

Water needs: moist

Evergreen

Page 2
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Shrubs for along hot streets:

Lantana (Gold Mound)

Low ground cover with color.

Sun: Part, full sun or reflected heat Ok.
Water needs: Moderate, don’t over water.
Good color almost year round.

Valentine Bush (Emu) Eremophila
Color: very nice dark Red flowers
Height 3-4 feet

Spread 5-6 feet

Full sun, Reflected heat OK

Water needs: Moist

Dwarf bottle brush (Little John)

Color: Red / Pink bottlebrush looking flowers.
Height 2-3 feet

Spread 3-4 feet

Full sun, Reflected heat OK

Water needs Moist.

Baja Red Fairy Duster (Calliandra California)
Color: Very nice Red flower

Height 3-4 feet

Spread 4-5 feet

Full sun, Reflected heat OK

Water needs Moist

Dwarf Yaupon Holly (Ilex vomitoria)

Evergreen with glossy textured leafs, small White flowers
Height 24”-36”

Spread 36”-48”

Full sun,

Water needs regularly; do not over water.

Page 1

Diamond Ridge Owners Association approved August 2014
Page 12 of 25



Winter Blaze (Emu) Eremophila glabra
Color: blooms Red / Orange

Height 4-6 feet

Spread 4-6 feet

Full Sun

Water needs; regularly

Olea europaea (Little Ollie) Dwarf Olive
Color: small white flowers (Mid summer)
Height 4-6 feet

Spread 6-8 feet

Full Sun

Water needs: Drought-tolerant Moist.

Cassia oligophylla (Oval-leaf Cassia.

Color: Bright yellow ( spring / late summer)

Height 36-48 inches

Spread 4-6- feet

Full Sun

Water needs Drought-tolerant Water regularly; do not over water.
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Limestone Cassia, Oval-leaf Cassia
Senna artemisioides subsp. oligophylla

Family: Caesalpiniaceae (ses-al-pin-ee-AY-see-ee)

Genus: Senna (SEN-nuh)

Species: artemisioides subsp. oligophylla

Synonym:Cassia oligophylla

Category
Perennials
Shrubs

Height
36-48 in. (90-120 cm)
4-6 ft. (1.2-1.8 m)

Spacing
4-6 ft. (1.2-1.8 m)
6-8 ft. (1.8-2.4 m)

Hardiness

USDA Zone 9a: to -6.6 °C (20 °F)
USDA Zone 9b: to -3.8 °C (25 °F)
USDA Zone 10a: to -1.1 °C (30 °F)
USDA Zone 10b: to 1.7 °C (35 °F)
USDA Zone 11: above 4.5 °C (40 °F)

Sun Exposure
Full Sun
Sun to Partial Shade

Danger

Bloom Color
Bright Yellow

Bloom Time
Late Spring/Early Summer

Foliage
Grown for foliage
Evergreen

Other details

This plant is attractive to bees, butterflies and/or birds
Drought-tolerant; suitable for xeriscaping

Average Water Needs; Water regularly; do not overwater

Soil pH requirements

6.6 to 7.5 (neutral)

7.6 to 7.8 (mildly alkaline)
7.9 to 8.5 (alkaline)

Patent Information

Propagation Methods
From semi-hardwood cuttings
From seed; sow indoors before last frost

Seed Collecting
Allow pods to dry on plant; break open to collect seeds
Properly cleaned, seed can be successfully stored
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Dwarf Yaupon Holly
Ilex vomitoria 'Stokes Dwarf’

Family: Aquifoliaceae (a-kwee-foh-lee-AY-see-ee)
Genus: Ilex (EYE-leks)

Species: vomitoria (vom-ih-TOR-ee-uh)

Cultivar: Stokes Dwarf

Category Bloom Time
Shrubs

Foliage
Height Grown for foliage
24-36 in. (60-90 cm) Evergreen

Dark/Black
Spacing Smooth-Textured
36-48 in. (90-120 cm) Shiny/Glossy-Textured
Hardiness Other details

USDA Zone 7a: to -17.7 °C (0 °F) Average Water Needs; Water regularly; do not overwater
USDA Zone 7b: to -14.9 °C (5 °F)

USDA Zone 8a: to -12.2 °C (10 °F) Soil pH requirements

USDA Zone 8b: to -9.4 °C (15 °F)

USDA Zone 9a: to -6.6 °C (20 °F) Patent Information

USDA Zone 9b: to -3.8 °C (25 °F)

USDA Zone 10a: to -1.1 °C (30 °F) Propagation Methods

USDA Zone 10b: to 1.7 °C (35 °F)

USDA Zone 11: above 4.5 °C (40 °F)  Seed Collecting

Sun Exposure
Sun to Partial Shade

Danger

Bloom Color
White/Near White
Inconspicuous/none
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Common Emu Bush, Fuchsia Bush
Eremophila glabra

Family: Myoporaceae
Genus: Eremophila (er-em-oh-FY-luh)
Species: glabra (GLAY-bruh)

Category Bloom Time
Shrubs Blooms all year
Height Foliage
4-6 ft. (1.2-1.8 m)
Other details
Spacing
36-48 in. (90-120 cm) Soil pH requirements
4-6 ft. (1.2-1.8 m)
6-8 ft. (1.8-2.4 m) Patent Information
Non-patented
Hardiness
USDA Zone 9a: to -6.6 °C (20 °F) Propagation Methods
USDA Zone 9b: to -3.8 °C (25 °F) From semi-hardwood cuttings
USDA Zone 10a: to -1.1 °C (30 °F)
USDA Zone 10b: to 1.7 °C (35 °F) Seed Co]lecting

USDA Zone 11: above 4.5 °C (40 °F)

Sun Exposure
Full Sun

Danger

Bloom Color
Red

Orange

Bright Yellow
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Dwarf Olive Tree
Olea europaea 'Little Ollie’

Family: Oleaceae (oh-lee-AY-see-ee)

Genus: Olea (OH-lee-a)

Species: europaea (yoo-ROH-pay-a)

Cultivar: Little Ollie

Additional cultivar information: (PP6266; aka Little Ollie®, Montra)
Hybridized by Zylstra 1986

Category Bloom Time

Shrubs Mid Summer

Trees
Foliage

Height Evergreen

4-6 ft. (1.2-1.8 m)

6-8 ft. (1.8-2.4 m) Other details

over 40 ft. (12 m) Drought-tolerant; suitable for xeriscaping
Suitable for growing in containers

Spacing

4-6 ft. (1.2-1.8 m) Soil pH requirements

6-8 ft. (1.8-2.4 m)
Patent Information

Hardiness Non-patented

USDA Zone 10a: to -1.1 °C (30

°F) Propagation Methods

USDA Zone 10b: to 1.7 °C (35

°F) Seed Collecting

USDA Zone 11: above 4.5 °C  N/A: plant does not set seed, flowers are sterile, or plants will not
(40 °F) come true from seed

Sun Exposure

Full Sun

Danger

Bloom Color
White/Near White
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